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SCHOOL REPORT. 


OFFICE OF BOARD OF EDUCATION, } 
Y aNxTON, D. T., Dec. 21, 1865. l 


SIR :一 

In compliance with a resolution of the Hon. House of 
Representatives transmitted to the undersigned on the 20th 
instant, requesting the Board of Education to make a report 
of their doings, showing the condition of the schools of this 
Territory &c., the undersigned beg leave to transmit herewith 


the able report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction on 
this subject. 


ち In submitting this report for your consideration the under- 


op signed beg leave to call your especial attention to that portion 


of the report on the subject of the grant of lands made to the 
States for the endowment of Colleges where the leading object 
shall be to teach such branches of learning as are related to 
agriculture and the mechanic arts, in which it seems the Ter- 
ritories are not permitted to participate. 


Ón this subject we beg leave to suggest the propriety of early 
memorializing Congress asking that not only equal privileges be 
extended to the Territories, but in addition that twenty sections 


of public land be granted to aid the Territories in the erection 


of a college building and furnishing the same with suitable maps, 
charts, philosophical and mechanical apparatuses, in promotion 
of this object. 


. There being in our present laws no provisionsmade for call- . 


ing the Board of Education together or requiring an official 
oath of. the Superintendent of Public Instruction, we beg leave 


to recommend that you provide by suitable legislation. the 
needed remedy on this subject. 
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+ , SCHOOL REPORT. 


The other reforms recommended in the report herewith sub, 
mitted, the undersigned beg leave to state are deemed of im- 
portance and worthy of your eonsideration. and favorable action, 
thereon. 

All of which is respectfully submitted; 
Very Respectfully. 
Your Ob’t Ser’ vts, 
NEWTON EDMUNDS., 
S. L. SPINK. 
Beard of Education. 


Hovuss oF REPRESENTATIVES. 


To THE Hon, SPEAKER OF. THE 3 
Yankton, D. T. 


rd 

8 

OFFICE CLERK-OF BOARD-OF 1 1865. B ん 
YANKTON, D. T., DEC, 


| 


To ihe Honorable Board of Education, 
了 SRRTORY oF DAKOTA :- * 


| 
| 


The Superintendent of Pablie Instruction, in camplisnce with’, 
the provisions of Law, would respectfulTy submit his Annual 
Report... 

In presenting the subject of schools and the various topics. 
which naturally. arise in its consideratign, two sensible and per- 
tinent questions arise. 


1. What is the tondition of our public schools? 
2. What can be done to increase their usefulness : 

The first question can be answered satisfactorily after glane<、 
ing at the reports of County Superintendents, a copy of, each of. 
which is annexed and forms a part of this report. 

But the second is not so easily disposed ef. In old and 
thickly settled States, where hundreds of children can easily be 
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eonvened at one school, and where the aggregate of capital is 
80 large that a school tax is scarcely felt, it is not difficult to de- 
vise a good school system, or impossible to put its machinery 
into successful operation. 


But where & Territory is sparsely settled and the aggregate 
ef the taxable preperty comparatively small, it is with great dif- 
ficulty that school distriets ean be organized, suitable school 
buildings erected, and sufficient funds be raised to secure the 
services of a competent teacher. 


Let us first consider the condition of the Public Schools. 
It appears from the reports of the several County Superintend- 
ehts that there are only four legally organized districts in the 
Territory—three in Union and one in Bon Hemme County.— 
Efforts have been made in several instances to consummate a Dis- 
trict Organization, but for some canse or other have failed to 
secure the end desired. Although this is but a small numbe? 
of organized districts compared with what we ought to have, 
yet we think We have abundant reason to take courage and to 
labor more zealously in the future, hoping that the next school 
year will produce a more satisfactory result. We have thought 
best to make mention in the report for the last year, of the pri- 
vate as well as public schools, in order to present the Educa- 
tional interests of the Territory in its trie light. 


It is to be hoped that the neighborhoods now supporting pri- / 


vate schools, will organize school districts. according to law, se 
that at the close of, the present school year, the district clerks 
may be prepared to make accurate reports to the county supe- 
rintendents, and they to the proper officer, that a more reliable 
and accurate report may be presented to the Board of Educa- 
tion. 


In Clay, Yankton and Tedd counties, excellent private schools 
have been maintained, some of them numbering as many as 
seventy-five pupils. Generally these private schóols have been 


, taught by experienced and cpmpetent teachers, the schools 
well attended, and it is presumed that they have given general 
satisfaction. But however competent the teachers and faithful 
in the discharge of their duties, private schools will not an- 
swer the demand of popular education. i 
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Private schools are for the most part kept in small uncom- 
fortable rooms with no maps, globes, charts and black boards 
which are SO essential i in the school room—and generally the 
schools are so small that they offer no opportunities for classifi- 
cation of the pupils. 


Private schools are generally of short duration, subjecting pu- 


- pils to frequent change of schools, and parents to numerous 


unnecessary inconveniences. In the-private schools nearly the 
same course of siudy is pursued as is required to be taught in 
the publie schools. l 

The following table exhibits the kind of school—number of 
months taught—the number of pupils—the compensation paid 
to teachers, and a list of thenames of persons engaged in teach- 
ing the past year :一 | 


Name Namie of Teacher Kind of N.. Mon -hs}]- Salary 


No. 
of County . choo! School Pupils 


Union Co. |Miss Charlotte Pinckney Publie 3 mouths | $20 00 per month | 50 
tá * Jennie Collins 4 " 12 00 id 26 


id Mrs R J Rowley, 5 4 * 30 00 . 51 
Glay Co. Mr. Amos F. Shaw, Private ec 2.50 per scholar| 50 

sc Miss Sarah Baker, ii ae 2 50 ss 35 
Yankton Co Ars J. 3. Foster, e£ 9 se 3.00 per term .| 86 

t Vs Cooley & Vanderhule « 3 の 3.00 per scholar 

< 1iss Lizzie Hoyt. u com, Oct 10 4 00 per scholar} 35 
Bon Homme; iss Leanna Bradford Pabtic 3 months $12 00 per month 15 
Todd Co. diss Lizzie Hoyt, Private | 3 Md 35 


- There is within the boundaries of the five lower counties, as 


reported by superintendents, six hundred and twenty-one chil- 


dren between the ages of five and twenty. 


Of this number Union county has 276; Clay 140; Yankton 
131; Bon Homme 21; Todd 150; 


From the above table we see that there is Several neighbor- 
hoods supporting large private schools which will doubtless be 
organized early in the spring as public schools. This is sub- 
stantially the condition of schools, public and private, at the 
present time in the Territory. 


We now come to consider the second question, or, What can 
be done to increase the usefulness of our schools ? 

Some defects appear in our School Law, which should be 
remedied by legislation. 

1. Section 21, of “An act for the regulation and support of 


common schools” (subdivision 5) gives a district power at a le- 
gal meeting “‘to vote a tax of one half of one per cent on the 


* 


i 


[s 


— —— ͤu—¹—— 


* 


SCHOOL REPORT. 7 


assessed valustioa of the district for the purchase or ae of a a 


. Bite—and the erection of a school house.” : 


In a thickly settled an wealthy community this | sum may be 


sufficient for that purpose, but in his Territory, with our thinly „ 


settled districts, where much of the improved lands are held as- 
Homesteads and consequently not liable at present to taxation, 
this per centage gives que too small a sum to build a proper 
school house. 

2. It may be necessary at some future time to include a por- 
tion of two or more counties in one district, in which case it 


would require legislation to authorize the formation of such 
. joint district. It would be well for the present legislature to 


provide for such cases before amy emergency shall occur. 


9. By the present school law, the superintendent of publie 
Instruction is required to report to the Board of Education; 
and the Board when requested by the.House of Representatives, 
to report to the Legislature. 

If the House, on account of press of business, or other rea- 
son, should neglect to call for a report from the Board of Edu- 
cation, there is no means of getting a statement of. the condi- 
tien of the schools before the legislature.. 

If the House does ask for a report it takes so long to get it 
properly before the legislature that the session is too far spent 
to accomplish anything. It would be far better to amend the 
law so as to require the superintendent of public Instruction to 
report to the board of education and they to submit his report, 
with such additional remarks as they may deem proper, to the 
legislature as early in the session as practicable. 

The Legislature at its session in 1862-3 passed a law incor- 
porating the University of Dakota and appointing a board of 
Regents. 

This law has not the Governor's signature attached although 


it appears among the laws for that session, There is some 


ground for reasonable doubts whether we have an incorporated 
«University of Dakota." 


I would recommend a re-enactment of the law with an amend- 
ment making the Territerial Board of Education, ex-officio Re- 


gents of the University, jf nnn 
eee 
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"There is now no method of appeal from the decision of the 
district board—except to a legal tribunal or court of justice. 一 
I would suggest the propriety of amending the school law so 
that when a person may feel aggrieved by the action of the dis- 
drict board, au appeal may be taken within a specified time and 
in the manner to be prescribed by law, to the county superin- 
tendents and from their decision to the proper officer. 


Section 49 of the present School Law says the schools cf 


— this Territory shall be free to all white children between the 


ages of five and twenty-one years; thus excluding from the 
Publie Schools all. children of color, unless by special permis- 


sion of the District Board. I would recommend that the word 


white in said section be stricken out, making the Public Schools 
free to all children wishing to obtain an.education, 


By a law of Congress approved duly 2d, 1862, 30,000 acres of 
government land is granted to each State for every Senator and 
Representative in Congress to which such State is entitled, for 
the support of an agricultural school. In the original act, the 
words “States and Territories“ are inserted, showing that it was 
manifestly the intention of Congress to extend to Territories the 
same rights and privileges as were given to States. But in the 
granting terms of the same act the word Territories" is omitted, 
and it is held by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
that the law does not apply to Territories. : 


I would recommend the Board to request the Legislature to 
memorialize Congress on this subject and request that the law be 


so amended as to allow Territories to avail themselves of the gen- 
erous provisions of this act. 


TEXT BOOKS. 


At their last annual meeting the Board of Education ungni- 
mously adopted the justly popular series of school hooks pub- 
lished by A. S. Barnes and Burr at 51 John Street New York, 


* and known az the **National School Series," as the list of Text 


Books to be used in the public schools of this Territory. This 
liat will be published in all the Newspapers of Dakota as re- 
quired by law, as soon as practicable, that we may have con- 
c Dart or the Schoot officers in securing uni. 
formity of Text Books in a ali the schools of tree 
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SCHOOL FUNDS. 

The friends of schools particularly county superintendents are 
requested to sec that the county assessor in each county levies ” 
and collects the one dollar per capita tax authorized by law.— 
This fund if-collected will not only aid materially in supporting 
our public schools but it will also hasten the legal organization of 
district: in order that they may be entitled to and receive their 
ahare of the publie moneys. 


ORGANIZATION OF DISTRICTS. 


Frequent applications are nade at this office for the neces- 
Bary directions to enable persons to organize “ new districts.” 
To forward this desirable object, L will note the- steps mectassry 
to be taken to form new districts. 

1. County Superintendents to define the boundaries of the 
district and file description with Register of Deeds, see Section 
2. of an act to amend an act entitled, an act for the regulation 
and support: of common schools—Laws of 1864-5 一 page 3. 

2. County Superintendent to post notices of meeting to elect 
district officers, see Section 17, of “An act for the regulation 
and support of common schools.”—Laws of 1863-4— page 88. 

3. The powers and duties of school district meeting when 
lawfally convened are defined in Section 21 of the last mention- 
act. See Laws of 1868—4— page 89. 

Annual school meetings shall be. held in all organized dis- 
tricts on the last Saturday of September in esch year. Bee 
Laws of 1863-4 —page 91. 

TEACHERS. 

The wages of teachers in this Territory has varied erding 
to circumstances, but generally a reasonable compensation has 
been allowed. It is injurious to the best interests of our schools - 
for directors to employ cheap teachers simply because they are 
cheap. It-is far better to have a short term of school taught 
by a capable and experienced teacher than a longer term taught 
by one who has little or mo experience and who is poorly quali- 
fied for teaching. There is no locality where the exhortation to 
employ active and thorough teachers is so peculiarly applicable 
as in the far west. 

. In the east, “Teachers Institutes,” Teachers Associations 
and Normal Schools" incite teachers to constant study and per- 
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severance in preparing themselves for the arduous.duties of the 
sehoolroom. The teacher who does not apply himself with en- 
ergy and diligence to continual study, soon finds himself dis- 
| tanced by his studious associates; he remains stationary while 
his fellow teachers have been acquiring “new ideas" and devel- 
| eping new methods of teaching, until the former is no more to 
be compared with the latter, than the speed of the post boy is to 
be compared with the rapidity of the telegraph. 


We have none of these helps to teachers in this Territory at 
| present, consequently our teachers should subscribe for and 
3 carefully peruse the best Educational Journals of the country. 
1 The New York Teacher” and kindred papers are well caleula- 

ted to aid teachers in becoming thorough and practical instruc- 
ters. 


COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 


Much of the usefulness of any school system depends upon 
the faithfulness of the officers into whose hands its interests are 
confided. 


By their negligence and inaction they idis inoperative an 

excellent school system, or by their diligence, energy and perse- 

Yerance they make very useful, an indifferent one. County su- 

* perintendents should be in the discharge of duty always ready 

re to assist in the organization of new districts, to encourage those 

1 who are disposed tolook on the dark side of things in school mat- 

ters, and to assist teachers in trying to elevate the standard of 

m education. In short “to be instant in season and out of season, 

þi always hopeful, remembering that much of the labor performed 

| | by.them is like casting bread upon the waters which will re~ 
turn after many days. 


| 
| | | CONVOCATIONS OF SCHOOLS. 


As a means of awakening an interest in schools on the part 
of pupils as well as „children of larger growth,” I would sug- 
gest the propriety of holding a convocation of all the schools 
in each county, at some convenient point where a Pic nic could 
be provided and short addresses be delivered, by the friends 
of Edutation.-*I am quite sure much good can be effected in 
this way. 
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SCHOOL HOUSES. 


| It is important that every district should be furnished with 

a School House affording ample accommodations for its pupils. 

Children often manifest a dislike to attending school and some- 

times I think we should not blame them if they do. They fre- 

quently have to walk “in summer's heat and winter's cold" a 

mile or more to reach the school house, whose grounds furnish 

no wholesome water or refreshing shade, and not unfrequently. 

remaining at school parched with thirst and suffering from cold 

yj > in winter and heat in summer, when at a small expense the 

school grounds could be furnished with these indispensable com- 

forts. If school houses are made comfortable and the grounds 

^ made attractive and pleasant, kind and faithful teachers will 
experience no difficulty in getting their pupils to school. 

Before another year shall pass away if the friends of Educa- 
tion shall act well their parts in the place that Providence 
has assigned them, we may confidently expect an improvement 
in the condition of our schools, which will make them an orna- 
ment to our Territory and a blessing to those whose lot it is to 
dwell among us. B uS 

Very Respectfully, f 
= JAMES S. FOSTER. ”. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 


